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ambitions in the Balkans/'5* "By following the path'
upon which she has entered, Germany is in danger of
gradually becoming dependent upon Austria, and in the
end she may have to pay with her blood and treasure for
the Balkan policy of Vienna."55
This was bad taste on Bismarck's part, and it was very
embarrassing to William II and Caprivi. They winced at
his criticisms and descended to his rancorous level by an
act of petty-minded folly. When Bismarck made a tri-
umphal progress to Vienna in 1892 to attend the marriage
of his son, Count Herbert, to Countess Hoyos, Caprivi
ordered the German Ambassador in Vienna not to attend
the wedding and, if possible, to prevent Bismarck's recep-
tion by Emperor Francis Joseph. Bismarck in revenge
reproached Caprivi in the Neue Freie Presso with having
lost for Germany the friendship of Russia. "The wire
which connected us with Russia is torn down." He implied
that the Tsar was therefore turning toward France and that
Caprivi was responsible for the danger to Germany of the
new coalition which he himself had always skilfully averted.
The implication was strengthened by Caprivi's apparently
self-incriminating statement in the Reichstag six months
later (November 23, 1892): "We exerted all our care to
keep the wire up; only we did not want it to draw us out
of those connections which bind us with Austria-Hungary
and Italy/7 The implication was finally, accepted as a
certainty when Bismarck virtually revealed in the Ham-
burger Nachrichten (four years later) the existence of the
Re-insurance Treaty of 1887, closing with the blunt state-
ment, "So came Kronstadt with the Marseillaise and the
first drawing together of the absolutist Tsardom and the
French Republic, brought about, in our opinion, exclusively
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